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|  Bebold bow good and joyful a thing it is: brethren to 
deell together in unity! | | 
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TR AC. 


Is roxm or a DISCOURSE, &c. 


PSALM 144, v. 10, ro THE END. 


It is He that giveth ſalvation unto kings : who delivereth 
David his ſervant from the hurtful fword. 

Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of ſtrange children; 
whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right 
hand of falſehood. 

That our ſons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; that 
our daughters may be as corner ſlones; poliſhed after the ſimi- 
litude of a palace: 

That our garners may be full, affording all manner of flore ; 
that aur ſheep may bring forth thouſands, and ten thouſands 


in our flreets : 


That our oxen may be ftrong to labor; that there be no breaking | 
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in, nor going out; that there be no complaining in our ſtreets. ' 


Happy is that people that is in ſuch a caſe : yea, happy is that 
people, whoſe GOD is the LORD, 


HE Pſalm, of which my text forms a conſiderable 
part, is afcribed to David, the ſon of Jeſſe; and was 
probably compoſed after his acceflion to the throne of 
Ifrael ; whilſt the minds of the people, which had been 
greatly agitated by the diſturbances at the cloſe of the pre- 


ceding reign, were ſtill in a ſtate of efferveſcence and diſ- 


quiet: and when many, probably, even of his followers, 


halted between two opinions, as reſpecting the oppoſing 
intereſts of himſelf, and the deſcendants of Saul : at a time 


when he was preſſed by the Philiſtines and others from 
| | B : 


without ; 
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without ; and had Ate felt, his ſecurity within his do- 
minions: In ſhort, when he had many declared enemies, 
and few if any approved friends, on whoſe arm he might 
rely in time of war, or in whoſe counſels he might confide 
in times of peace, as aſſiſtants in the diſpenſation of that 
equity and happineſs, which his affectionate zeal wiſhed 
to ſee generally diffuſed amongſt his numerous ſubjects. 

Important as ſuch weighty concerns muſt needs have 
been, he does not deſpair nor fink under them; neither 
does he preſumptuoully truſt in his own bow, or fondly 
imagine that his ſword could help him; but with a devo- 
tion for which his character is peculiarly eminent; encou- 
raged by his former experience of the divine power, favor, 
and protection; reſts all his hopes in GOD. Por (ſays 
he) i is He that giveth falvation unto kings : who deliver- 
eth David his ſervant from the hurtful fword. Having 
thus reſigned himſelf to the care of that Providence, by 
which he had been raiſed from the ſheepfold to the diadem ; 
in confidence that the LORD his falvation would com- 
pleat unto the end the good work he had graciouſly begun 
in him, he proceeds to pour forth petitions; founded, not 
in the fordid motives of private gratification ; but in the 
ardor of his deſires to promote the Glory of his Maker and 
the happineſs of the people committed to his charge : and 
as if anticipating by faith the ſucceſs of his prayers, pro- 
ceeds to enumerate the bleſſed effects of ſuch ſucceſs, in 
the following part of my tet. 

Under circumſtances of impending danger and diſtreſs, 
fuch was the uſual conduct of David: a conduct which 
we cannot but admire ; which we ſhould do well to imi- 
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the general context of the plalms ten ends, I think, to corroborate my deduction. 
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are the intereſts of the king and people interwoven in 
the fabric of its excellent conſtitution, as to render it 
expedient for each to act in concert with the other, for 
the ſupport and advantage of the whole. It is true, our 
times and circumſtances are not perfectly ſimilar to thoſe 
of the royal prophet and his kingdom, but ſufficiently ſo 
to warrant our joining with one conſent in the prayers 
of my text. I hardly need to mention who are the range 
children from whom we ſhould pray to be delivered : the 
late tumults and commotions which have diſtracted a 
neighbouring country; have ſapt the vitals of its conſti- 
tution, and induced anarchy and ruin on the wrecks of 
its eſtabliſhed government, its commerce, and its for- 
tunes, ſufficiently point them out: the bluſtering egot- 
iſs, and vain gaſconades of its generals, and the vaunt- 
ing rhodomantades of its repreſentatives, declare the 
mouths that ſpeak vanity—while alſo the alienation of 
property, under the pretended ſanction of law, the rapine, 
the maſſacres, and laſt, not leaſt, the recent murder of 
the royal victim, mark the right hands of falſchood, and 
charaQterize the ſtrange children in the perſons of the 
faction of France—for a faction I wiſh to think it: being 
very unwilling to ſuppoſe, that the french nation at large, 
ſo conſiderable a proportion of humanity, of Chriſtendom 
eſpecially ; ſhould be inyolved in ſuch a ſcene of guilt, of 
perfidy, and murder: rather would I hope, that the gentle 
and the meek ſpirited, ſurpriſed by the atrocious deeds of 
their cruel brethren, which they could neither foreſee nor 
prevent, have been obliged to ſubmit to the galling chains 
of many-headed deſpotiſm ; till in the courſe of Providence 
they again may emerge from their wretched obſcurity, to 
poſſeſs the Jand in peace ; and riſe triumphant over that 
factious minority, who now exultingly wield the iron ſcep- 
tre; whoſe feet are feift to ſhed blood; in whoſe ways are 
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deſtruction and miſery; and who know ſo little of the way 
of peace, that not content with the ſubverſion of public 
tranquility, they have defaged its genial image in the pri- 
vate receſſes of the ſtate ; forcibly planting the dreaded 
ſubſtitutes of famine, grief, and horror, in many a reduced 
and many a mutilated family: and ever daringly threaten- 
ing to ſpread their ſeditious principles amongſt us, and 
other nations, whom they inſolently defy. But, O my ſoul 
come not thou into their ſecret ; unto their aſſembly mine 
honour be not thou united : for their anger they ſlew a 
„% 

He this the voice of every true briton, may his generous 
heart revolt at ſuch ſcenes as theſe ] and fearing leſt he 
may he ſtop his 
ears from the ſly infinuations and ſeditious counſels of thoſe 
who lie in wait to deceive ; and may he add his own earneſt 
endeavours, to his ſincere prayers, for the. proſperity of our 
king, the beloved father-of his people ; the honored re- 
preſentative of a great and generous nation ; and the head 
of the ſame body politic, of which eyery true briton is a 

We know in a great degree the happy medium in which 
lie the ſecure paths of true freedom. But do the French 
know this ? how can they form a judgement of regions they 
have never trodden? they who have ſcarcely emerged from - 
the incumbent load of ſlavery, which preſſed them down, 
cer as by their ſpecihe levity, like balloons, they have 
_ vaulted into the regions of aerial caſtles ; and from their 
unſtable ſublimity have looked down on thoſe, who in ſo- 
briety purſued their various occupations, in the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of their minds, adminiſtring to the comforts of 
their dear e _— and dependents, to the pleaſure 


and 
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and advantage of a reſpectable ſociety; and to the main- 
tainance of that ſtate, which prudence, judgement, and re- 
ligion teach them to revere. 

Britons ſhew yourſelves men, uſe your own underſtand- 
ings, and ſuffer them not to be deluded by theſe caftle- 
builders, nor by their emiſſaries, nor their britiſh deputies”; 
britiſh did I ſay? I hope there are but few among us who 
thus diſgrace their name: yet, we cannot, I fear, deny the 
exiſtence of ſome who miſuſe their ſplendid talents to in- 
jure the cauſe which they are bound to ſupport, of others 
who even ſubſiſt on the pay of government, wear its garb; ; 
and yet reſiſt, and endeayour to betray i. Brethren are 
theſe Britons? 

I ſhould be a bad advocate for my S nay, I ſhould 
even diſgrace the cauſe which I wiſh to promote; ſhould 
I ſtrive to throw an unmerited odium on thoſe honeſt men, 
who in unguarded moments, have inadvertently dropt ex- 
preſſions, imprudent rather thay-jnimical ; and which the 
preſſure of argument, warmth of temper, or other ſudden 
circumſtances have extorted : ſuch may have ariſen from 
miſconceived opinions, or miſguided judgement ; and ut- 
tered in a noble ſpirit of freedom, may have evinced a 
valuable part of many a reſpectable character, whoſe 
may hereafter I hope be uſefully employed, in ſupporting 
the general independence and happineſs of the kingdom. 
I would refer all who poſſeſs their minds to their own cool 
and deliberate reaſon ; and ſurely they will not perſiſt in 
times like theſe, in any meaſure to weaken the power of 
government. Nor let them think that Britain can conſent 
to loſe them : ſhe is no ſtep-mother, 'but widely and af- 
fectionately extends her parental arms to embrace even 
her rebellious children, who will ſincerely return to her. 
But if they will n+ return; if they will ſtill continue 
openly to egpoſe he authority, or, under the garb of 

friendſhip 
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friendſhip to operate ſecret miſchiefs ; and with the ſubtilty 
of the ſerpent, to plant the envenomed fang in her foſter- 
ing boſom ; can we, my brethren, who love and revere 
her, wiſh her Kill to cheriſh theſe monſters of ingratitude ; 
theſe aliens to our mothers children? Ah! no—although 
children, they are unnatural, they are ſtrange children, and 
join themſelves with thoſe from whom the true, the dutiful 
children ſhould pray to be delivered : ſhutting our eyes, 
and ſtopping our ears, againſt their ſeducive arguments; 
and each, in our ſeveral ſtations, endeavouring to reſiſt and 
counteract their malevolent proceedings: and may ſuch 
our prayers and endeavours, be attended with the deſired 
ſucceſs : that our ſons may be as plants grown up in their 
youth; that our daughters may be as corner flones poliſhed after 
the ſimilitude of a palace: and that our land may enjoy the. 

other bleſſings enumerated in the ſequel of my text. 
"Theſe I forbear to enlarge upon at preſent, being wil- 
ling to dwell a little longer on the contraſt. And here, we 
want not imagination to invent, what facts have realized. 
If you wiſh more information on this dreadful topic, read 
the accounts of french freedom :—read there, what I care 
not to write: ſatiate yourſelves with the dark recitals of 
rapine, violence, and murder; and from the humiliating 
hiſtory of mankind, unreſtrained by religion and by law ; 
learn to reſpect theſe pillars of ours, and every other con- 
ſtitution: fly to them for protection from ſuch tremendous 
ſcenes; for, ſhould we want that protection; our children 
ere are they ? O ye fathers, ye, that in any ſtation, 
from the higheſt opulence: to the loweſt indigence, know 
the delights of a family; that taſte the exquiſite pleaſure of 
adminiſtring to the comforts of thoſe ye love; ſay, how 

could ye bear to ſee your houſes raſed to the ground; your 
wives torn from e eee on Eee! © the 
point of the aſlafſin's knife ; and your daughters expoſed to 
famine, infamy, and proſtitution ? how could ye endure to 
* | * 


(32.3); 


be eye-witneſles of ſuch. evils, without the power of avert=. 
ing them; and moreover, to find theſe your private cala - 
mities, but as ſpecks in the general devaſtation, conſuming | 
the land? the corn, and other productions of the ſoil, pre- 
maturely trodden down and deſtroyed ; the labourers diſ- 
perſed ; the farmers fled; the granaries exhauſted the cat- 
tle ſtraying over the broken fences ; and the timid ſheep, 
without a ſhepherd, fleeing before their half famiſhed mur- 
derers, urged by the eager appetites of wolves, to ſeek in 
their deſtruction a temporary precarious ſubſiſtence in the 
property of others; for, reduced as the numbers of men 
might then be, where ſhould they find bread in ſuch a 
wilderneſs of woe ? _. 44761 * 
From ſuch horrible conſequences of liberty 8 
may the LORD in mercy deliver us all !—On.the all ſup- 
porting arm of his good Provide ace, which has hitherto 
graciouſly preſerved and protected us, in many difficulties 
and perils; may we ſtill ſecurely rely: and ſo may we cheriſh, 
. ourſelves with the perſuaſion, that no ſuch direful events 
await this land! 
FFT 
were. Britons have learnt by long experience to uſe the 
cup of liberty with ſoberneſs; the inexperienced french 
drink to exceſs ; they are full of this new wine; in a con- 
tinued ſtate of intoxication ; and like madmen, who fancy 
themſelves. kings, they fancy themſelves the greateſt people 
upon earth : and becauſe they were flaves, would fain per- 
ſuade us that we are ſo: we, who know as little of avery 
as they know of liberty. For whatever theſe vain braga- 
docios may ſay; who, in ſober ſeriouſneſs, will tell me I 
am a ſlave? Where is the man amongſt us mean enough 
to r himſelf ſuch ? * May all true britons ſtill enjoy, 


(8) 
and guard againſt che abuſe of, thelr ineftimable privilege 
of liberty; may they learn, more and more, to, reſpect the 
authority which ſupports it. May they fear GOD ; honour 
the ting'* N not with them v are given to 


It may be thought, he been very liberal in abuſe on 
the french nation; wherefore I would wiſh to repeat, that 
it is not to the french nation at large, but to the people of 
the faction that I mean to point: and from theſe, and all 
- their emiſſaries and wicked inſtruments, whether at home 
or abroad, may the LORD deliver us: that ſo our ſons 
being brought up with care in the nurture and admonition of 
the LORD may be as plants grown up in their youth; and 
being graciouſly preſerved from walking in the counſel of 
_ the ungodly, may become s trees planted by the rivers of 
water, to bring forth fruit in their ſeaſons ; © and that the 
pleaſure of the LORD may proſper in their hands: That 
our daughters may be adorned with ſobriety and-good works ;f r 
That the bleflings of providence may crown the labors of 
the huſbandman with ſucceſs; that our valleys may fand 
fo thick with corn, that they ſhall laugh and Ang.) That our 
garners may be full, affording all manner of fore; that our 
ſheep may bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands —that our 

_ oxen may be firong to labour, that there be no deny. no lead- 
ing into captivity,” and no complaining in our ftrects * But all 
with joy and gladneſs celebrating the praiſes of the LORD, 

Happy is that people that is in fuch a caſe : yea, happy is 
that people; whiſe GOD is the LORD. And that we 
may be of that happy people, may the LORD of his infi- 
nite mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt the SON of GOD, 

| ons bleſſed LORD: GOD and Saviour. 
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